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Dear Veterinarian

I am a Registered Physiotherapist with the College of Physiotherapists of Ontario.  I have been qualified as a physiotherapist since 2001 and work predominantly with clients with musculoskeletal and neurological injuries.  I am also a member of the Animal Rehabilitation Division of the Canadian Physiotherapy Association and am currently working towards a Diploma in Canine Rehabilitation.  

As a Diploma in Canine Rehabilitation candidate, I am working towards completion of the Canine Rehabilitation series of courses offered by the Animal Rehabilitation Division.  This includes working towards mandatory hours of observation as well and completing handling and safety skills.  In addition, requirements towards the Diploma include completion of a case study, coursework and a final examination.  The Animal Rehabilitation Division limits enrolment to Registered Physiotherapists, and focuses entirely on teaching this single group of professionals animal principles (mostly canine and equine) such as anatomy, biomechanics, pathology, clinical conditions, common veterinary surgical and clinical interventions, handling skills, as well as physiotherapy assessment and treatment techniques for these species.  The Diploma in Canine Rehabilitation programme encompasses a minimum of 200 hours of canine specific continuing education.  This is comparable to other international certification programmes in animal rehabilitation and physiotherapy.

The Animal Rehabilitation Division of the Canadian Physiotherapy Association was established in 1994.  The Animal Rehabilitation Division strongly advocates that an animal that is lame, injured, or requires post-surgical services, should be rehabilitated by properly trained physiotherapists, in conjunction with the veterinarian.  Physiotherapy, in the human field, is often complimentary to other health care services and the Animal Rehabilitation Division believes that animal rehabilitation can be delivered with this same professional approach and conduct.  As a member of the Animal Rehabilitation Division, I have professional liability insurance specific to the treatment of animal patients through AON Reed Stenhouse.

The Animal Rehabilitation Division encourages direct communication between the treating veterinarian and the physiotherapist providing rehabilitation services.  I understand that it is against recommended procedures of the College of Veterinarians of Ontario to refer to a non-veterinarian practitioner.  However, it would be beneficial to receive veterinary medical clearance to undergo a physiotherapy assessment.  A copy of the clearance form is enclosed.  Following assessment, the veterinarian would be provided with an assessment report and proposed treatment plan, along with regular progress reports.  This ensures both practitioners are aware of the clinical condition, advisements, treatments, and or recommendations provided by both parties.  As a physiotherapist I am not allowed to be involved in the prescription or administration of medication or veterinary procedures.

As advances in veterinary medicine take place and more refined diagnostic and surgical techniques are developed, greater financial and emotional investments are being placed on animal family members.  The addition of allied health professionals to veterinary medicine for the treatment of animal patients is an important step towards improving overall quality of life and life-span of these animals.  Physiotherapists trained in animal rehabilitation can provide a wealth and diversity of knowledge and skills to complement the services provided by veterinarians.  Physiotherapists have a strong background in professional conduct which encourages teamwork, as well as in the application of safe practices, science-based knowledge, and efficacious treatments and techniques.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me by telephone or email, or contact the Animal Rehabilitation Division direct at (403) 932 4432 or email  animalrehab@physiotherapy.ca
I look forward to working with you, 

Regards,

Stella Barnett-Walsh

Registered Physiotherapist

Diploma in Canine Rehabilitation (Candidate)

Telephone: 705 788 0232      email: pawsinmotionrehab@hotmail.com
www.pawsinmotionrehab.ca
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